
FORMER KU KLUX KLAN imperial wizard Sam ouwers 
(left) walks chained to Cecil Sessum as they arrive at court 
in Meridian, Miss., to face federal charges in the death of 
a Negro civil rights leader. In the background is WUliam 
Smith, one II trial. 



Dahtner Conspiracy T rial 
1 2-Member Jury Picked 



Charges Against Three 
Dropped in Miss. 



By JAMES H. DONNEY 
MERIDIAN, Miss. (AP)-A 
was selected Monday in the 
trial of 11 men facing federal 
conspiracy charges stemming 
from the death of a Negro lead- 
er, Vernon Dahmer. 

Following the selection of 
seven men and five women 
federal District Court Judge 
Dan Russell Jr. recessed the 
trial until 9 a. m. Tuesday. 
The charges against the 11 
stemmed from the 1966 fire- 
bomb death of Dahmer, who 
received fatal bums in a 
nightrlder attack on bis home 
and store near Hattiesburg. ] 
The state and federal govern- * 
meats said his death was part I 
of a Ku Klux Klan plot. 
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The defense and government 
agreed on a 38-memi)er panel • 
from a list of 145 prospective 
jurors at 6:45 p. m. and re- 
tired to decide how they were 
going to use their peremptory 
challenges. 

NEGROES DISMISSED 



The attorneys returned about 
an hour later and struck all but 
14 of the panel. Included in those 
dismissed from the jury box 
were all eight Negroes. 

Judge Russell warned attor- 
neys against statements outside 
the court room. 

'*We want to try this case 
strictly in the court room . We 

^nt. in Sec. 1, Page 16, Col. 2 



Continued from Page 1 

are not going to frj^it in the 
press. . he said. 

Russell dropped charges 
against three of the 14 original- 
ly scheduled to go on trial at 
the request of government at- 
torneys. 

Charles Lamar Lowe, 28, Qif- 
ton Udell Lowe, 53, and Melvin 
Sennett Martin, 36, were not 
among the remaining defend- 
ants who were brought into 
court in handcuffs as opposing 
attorneys began questioning 
prospective jurors. 

38 QUESTIONED 
Thirty-eight persons were tak- 



en from the list of 145 prospec- 
tive jurors and put in the jury 
box for questioning. As each 
person was excused for cause 
^ such as preconceived ideas 
of guilt — another person re- 
placed him in the box. 

By midaftemoon, about 40 
persons had been excused. 

The Jury selected will hear 
the charges against the 11, all 
identified as Ku Klux Klansmen 
by the FBI. The defendants 
were Sam Holloway Bowers, 
.44, identified as former imperi- 
al wizard of the White Knights 
‘of the KKK; Cecil Victor Ses- 
sum, 33; Henry DeBoxtel, 32; 
Lawrence Byrd Sr., 47; Howard 
Travis Giles, 40; Frank Lyons, 
36; Deavors Nix, 45; Charles R. 
Noble, 26; Charles Richard 
Smith, 33; Lester Thornton, 44; 
and Charles Clifford Wilson, 36. 
AU were from the Laurel area. 
Each will be tried on two 
counts under the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act and federal law pro- ; 
vidlng that anyone causing a 
violation of the act is punish- ' 
able as a principal. 1 

The law makes it illegal to J 
intimidate or attempt to intimi- * 
date anyone to keep them from | 
voting, to deprive anyone of vot- 
ing ri^ts, or to conspire to de- 1 
pdve a person of such rights. 

Conviction carries a maxi- 
mum penalty of $5,000 and 
five years imprisonment for 
each count. 

The U were indicted on 
charges of conspiring to intimi- 
date Dahmer on account of his 
race for urging and aiding oth- 
er Negroes to vote, and with 
intimidating him by the night- 
rider attack. 

Sessum, Smith and Wilson 
were tried for murder in state 
court in the case and face life 
terms, while Byrd was convict- 
ed of arson and given a 10-year 
term. 

Several other defendants, in- 
cluding Bowers, have won mis- 
trials on murder or arson 
charges. 



